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FIRST RECORDS OF AETHES HELEN/ANA 
(LEPIDOPTERA: TORTRICIDAE) IN WISCONSIN. 
Steven J. Krauth 
ABSTRACT 
Aethes heleniana was reared from Helenium autumnale in Wisconsin. 
This is the first record ofA. heleniana Razowski from Wisconsin and the U.s. 
and the larval 
food 
plant H. autumnale is reported for the first time. 
A colleague from the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture Trade and 
Consumer Protection submitted some unusual small, white and gray, moths 
to me for identification together with food plant material. The moths were 
emerging from roots of commercially grown native Helenium autumnale (An­
giospermae: Dicotoledoneae: Compositae) (sneezeweed = Helen's weed) and 
were responsible for large scale failure of the planting. Twelve moths eventu­
ally emerged from the two plants submitted. 
The adult moths 
were identified 
as Aethes by John W. Brown. Eric J. 
Metzler 
completed 
the identification to Aethes heleniana Razowski (Lepi­
doptera: Tortricidae) based on features of th  genitalia (Razowski 1997). Ra­
zowski revised Aethes as known from all regions but Australian, the bulk of 
the 
species 
(about 100) from the Holarctic of which 40 are Nearctic. Rad­
zowski described documented first records ofA. heleniana in the New World 
(Canada). This is the first record of A. heleniana Razowski from Wisconsin 
and the 
U.S., 
and the first record of A. hel niana being reared from H. au­
tumnale. This moth may be of possible interest to commercial growers as a 
potential pest of the 40 species of cultivated Helenium and to conservation 
agencies charged with the preservation of native listed species. 
Vouchered material is deposited in the United States National Museum, 
Washington, D.C. (two specimens) and the U iversity of Wisconsin-Madison 
Insect Research Collection (four specimens). 
RESULTS 
Material examined. WISCONSIN: Columbia Co., Pardeeville, T13N, 
R11E, S32, 07/11/2000, Greg Helmbrecht, pupae in roots of Helenium autum­
nale. em: 07/18/2000. 12 adults. 
IDepartment of Entomology, University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI 53706. 
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